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Growing in Faith, Transforming Lives, and 

Creating Disciples for Jesus Christ 

Mary Magdalene went to the disciples 
with the news: "I have seen the Lord!" – 

John 20:18 

John’s gospel tells us that early on 
Easter morning, Mary Magdalene went 
to the tomb where Jesus had been laid 
following his crucifixion.  Finding it 
empty, she stood and wept in her grief 
and confusion.  When she heard a voice 
asking her, “Why are you crying?” she 
turned and saw Jesus, but didn’t 
recognize him.  She thought he was the 
gardener. 

But when he called her name, “Mary,” 
suddenly she knew it was Jesus.  He 
then sent her to tell the disciples what 
she had seen and heard.  “I have seen 
the Lord!” was Mary's cry of joy, awe and 
wonder! 

Father Ed Hays writes about growing up 
as a child, living with his family on the 
ground floor of a two-story house.  As a 
young boy in church, Eddie learned God 
was in heaven - up there somewhere.  
One day Ed's uncle came to visit, 
tearfully telling them that he had been 
laid off at the factory. As he said this, he 
looked up at the ceiling and wailed, 
"Why God, has this happened to me?"  
After that, young Ed concluded that God 

lived up there somewhere on the second 
floor of their two-story home. 

Our stories of faith remind us repeatedly 
that God doesn't live up there 
somewhere.   God is here among us, 
roaming about our streets, visiting in our 
homes, present at bedsides and in 
waiting rooms, meeting us in our places 
of worship and work. 

The Gospels tell us that in Christ, people 
were encountering God on the 
seashores, on the highways, at their 
meals, and in their marketplace. They 
didn't always recognize him though. 

Sometimes he was a stranger, other 
times he seemed like a ghost. Mary 
thought he was a gardener.  Sometimes 
they knew him by the stories he told or 
the things that he did: when he healed 
the sick, forgave the sinners, welcomed 
the outcasts, broke bread with them, or 
showed them his scars. 

I have seen the Lord, proclaimed Mary.  
In the place and the time when she least 
expected to see him. 

How about you?  When have you seen 
the Lord?  Heard the Lord?  
Experienced the presence of the risen 
Christ with you? around you? beside 
you...? 

Continued on page 2 
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The promise of the resurrection is that 
Christ is alive and is with us, appearing 
to us in the midst of our pain and 
celebrations, speaking to us in the midst 
of the crowded places of life, when we 
are alone, or where two or more of us 
are gathered.   

Easter is not simply a day we celebrate 
once a year.  Easter is the hope, promise 
and pattern for our daily lives.  We are 
called to be Easter People, living, 
working and celebrating the saving, 

transforming, recreating love of God 
each and every day, each and every 
moment. 

Easter People, raise your voices, sounds 
of heaven in earth should ring. 

Christ has brought us heaven’s choices; 
heavenly music, let it ring. 

Every day to us is Easter, with its 
resurrection song. 

When in trouble move the faster to our 
God who rights the wrong. 

Alleluia!  Alleluia!  See the power of 
heavenly throngs! 

With you in Easter hope, promise and 
power! 

 - Pastor Dalene 

Continued from page 1 

2019 Spring Bag-packing Night 

Mark your calendars! 

Wednesday, May 22 - 6:30 pm 

At Central Christian Church, Rte 102 

Assisted Living:  Bickford: 

Jeanne Kerouac; Butterfield: 

Carol Denault #32, Gayle Lehnus 

#21, Barb Saffell #97  Miller: Ann 

DuVoisin  A106  

Other Needs:  Pat Golding, Rita 

Bass, Ed Jankowski, Mary Milligan 

Prayers for our military - Dylan & 

Austin Cote and Ryan Frantz 

Saturday, May 4, starting at 8 AM 

Outside work at the parsonage,  

525 N Jonette 

Willing hands are needed! 



3 

SUMMER SERMON/

STUDIES SERIES 

 

 The Bible is 
central to our Christian 
faith and living, yet, if 
we are honest, many of 
us would confess that 
we struggle with it at 
times.  It can be 
confusing, perplexing 

and even disturbing.  Adam Hamilton's 
Making Sense of the Bible:  Rediscovering 
the Power of Scripture Today, invites us 
into an honest conversation about the 
Bible:  How and when was it written?  Who 
decided what books would be included in 
the Bible?  Why those books and not 
others?  Is the Bible to be taken literally?  
Is it, as some claim, inerrant - without 
error?  Were Adam and Eve real people?  
Why is God so violent in the Old 
Testament?  Why would Paul command 
women to "keep silent in the church"? Is 
Jesus the only way to salvation?  How 
does God view homosexual people?  Is 
the Book of Revelation a guide to the End 
Times?  

 This six-week study/sermon series 
will begin May 16/19, respectively.  The 
Study will be held on Thursdays at 10 am 
at Wesley UMC.  Pastor Dalene has some 
books you may borrow to use during the 
study.  If you'd like your own copy, you 
may purchase it yourself (or let Pastor 
Dalene know asap if you'd like her to order 
one for you.)  We’ll cover Chapters 1-7 on 
May 16. 

Worship is the 
work of the 
people. We can 

always use more Greeters, Ushers, 
and Worship Assistants. If you are 
interested please contact the Church 
Office 815-933-7932. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 
May 5 Gloria Milligan  
May 12. Relda Kelly  
May 19. Gerri Suddeth 
May 26. Wayne Dubree 

USHERS:   
Brenda and Don McCabe,  
Karen and Bill Warburton   

GREETERS: 
All Sundays are open for greeters this 
month. All it takes is a smile and a 
welcoming handshake! 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 
May 5: Sue Muhlstadt 

5/1  Brandy Buchmeier   

5/4  Valerie Schweitzer 

5/5  Erikka Conroy 

5/6  Bill Warburton 

5/6  Cindy Clemans 

5/17  Dave Haskins 

5/20  Barbara Meadows 

5/21  Kathy Huber 

5/23  Jo Dubree 

5/29  Alan Rich   
 

If we are missing your birthday, please call 
the church office 815-933-7932. 
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JIM BROWN  

Y SPORTS CAMP 

SCHOLARSHIP 
The Jim Brown Y Sports Camp Scholarship is in honor of a 
man that dedicated his life to athletics from an early age.  

His natural athletic abilities were notable at a young age in 
both elementary and high school in Flora IL. Jim set career 
and school records in football, baseball and cross country. An 
earlier sports conference retired his basketball number and 
the Chicago Tribune named him Illinois All-American All Star 
in sports. He went on to a football scholarship at Doane 
University in Nebraska. 

Jim spent several years at the Kankakee Area Y as a 
volunteer basketball coach for 6 & 7-year-old kids. While Jim 
was successful in his sporting career and as a volunteer, it 
was watching his own son succeed in high school and 
collegiate sports that brought him the greatest joy. 

This scholarship is made possible from the generosity of St. 
Mark United Methodist Church and an entrusted endowment 
made possible by the wishes of the Brown Family. It is being 
offered to youth needing some financial assistance to 
participate in a Y Summer Sports Camp. Scholarship 
recipients may receive up to 50% off the fees. 

Future athletes (kids) and lifetime fans (guardians) please 
take a few moments to fill out the application (available in the 
church office) and turn it into the Y for consideration in 

helping to fund the start of 
your young athletes’ career 
in sports! 

RETURN APPLICATION TO: 
Kankakee Area YMCA 
1075 N. Kennedy Drive 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
(815) 933-1741 

St. Mark United 
Methodist Church 
1200 W Calista St. 
Kankakee, IL 60901 
(815) 933-8621 
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May Mission of the Month  

Items for Midwest Mission Distribution Center: heavy work 

gloves, gallon-size re-sealable bags, permanent marker (i.e. 

Sharpie), duct tape (preferred colored), dust masks (no surgical 

masks), heavy-duty trash bags(35-45 gallon), clear trash bags (20-33 gallon)   

We will also collect items for the Christmas Shoebox Express: handheld 

electronic games (for ages 5-12), card games, kid's toothbrushes 

 

You may place your donations in the baskets in the Welcome Center. We will also 

be needing empty shoeboxes to fill in the fall. 

Women’s Book 

Club 

May 20, 6:30 pm 
"Three Sisters, 

Three Queens", by 
Philippa Gregory 

Every year each district is 
given a time to specifically 
“be in prayer” for Annual 
Conference. This year the 
Vermilion River District 
has been given Friday 

afternoon, June 7 as our “prayer time for 
Annual Conference”. Please mark your 
calendar, and pray for all those making 
decisions (clergy and laity) during this time. 

"I sincerely thank the congregation 
for your prayers, cards, calls, 
memorial donations 
and support during 
the passing of my 
mother, Helen 
Earline Larson. May 
God bless you 
always. 
  Cathy Conrad  

Help. Connection. Empowerment. 
 ...for people in need 

To the Congregation of Wesley UMC, 

Thank you so very much for your financial, 
continued support of our mission. We are 
looking to expand our present programs  and 
add new ones so your donations will be put to 
good use! 
Thank you, 

Agape Community Outreach Mission 
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Third Thursday Supper 

Club 

The 3rd Thursday Supper 
Club will meet on May 16 at 5:30 pm at 

Panera. Make reservations with Kay 
(815-549-0199 or 

kay@bradleywesley.org) by May 12 so 
that we can arrange for enough seating. 

All adults are invited to join the fun!.  

 

 

The United Methodist Women are 
planning the Annual Ladies Day Tea 

for Saturday, May 18th in the 
Fellowship Hall at 1:00 p.m. A 

delicious luncheon will be served 
and we will enjoy entertainment 
from our Choir Director and her 
students from Kankakee High 

School. Tickets will be available 
Sunday, April 28th, May 5th and 

May 12th before and after Church 
and also in the Church Office. 

Ticket prices are $5.00 for adult 
ladies and $3.00 for young ladies 3-
11. There will also be door prizes. 

This is always a well attended 
event. Invite a friend, a neighbor, or 

a granddaughter and enjoy a 
luncheon and entertainment for an 

afternoon everyone will enjoy.  
 

Eleven UMW ladies enjoyed a road 
trip to Cunningham Children's Home 

in early April. We toured the new 
Education and Recreation Center 
and other buildings while learning 
how children are being helped at 

this facility. The Annual Quilt Festival 
was also well attended with many 

beautiful quilts. 
 

Our next meeting will be Saturday, 
June 1st at 1:00 p.m. in the 

Welcome Center. All ladies are 
invited to our meetings and outings. 

If you need a ride to an activity, 
please let Karen know.  

(815 -693-4573) 

Graduate Recognition 
Sunday 

 

We will be celebrating all 
our graduates on Sunday,  
May 12 during worship. If 

you or someone in your family is 
graduating from 8th grade, High 

School, College, or Post-Grad, please 
let the office know, so that we can 

recognize this accomplishment. Watch 
for a sign-up sheet to list the 

graduate's name, school, and diploma/
degree. 

Native American Ministries Sunday (third 
Sunday of Easter - this year on May 5) 
nurtures mission with Native Americans 
and provides scholarships for United 
Methodist Native American seminarians. 

http://umcgiving.org/nams
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice (St. 
Mark) 
  

 2 
1:00 PM 
Prayer/
Patchwork 
Angels 
  

 3 
  

 4 
8:00 AM All 
Church Work 
Day 
  

 

 5 
Native 

American 
Ministries 
Sunday 

8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages Sunday 
School 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
  

 6 
  

 7 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts   

 8 
10:00 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice (St. 
Mark) 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 9 
  

 10 
  

 11 
Women of the 
Moose 
(Welcome 
Center) 
  

 12 
Mothers Day 

8:45 AM 
Graduate 
Sunday 
8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages Sunday 
School 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
  

 13 
  

 14 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts   

 15 
9:30 AM Prayer 
Shawl @ St. 
Mark UMC 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice (St. 
Mark) 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 16 
10:00 AM 
Summer series 
bible study 
(Wesley) 
5:30 PM 3rd 
Thursday 
Supper @ 
Panera 
  

 17 
  

 18 
1:00 PM UMW 
Ladies Day Tea  
(Fellowship 
Hall) 
  

 19 
8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages Sunday 
School 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
  

 20 
6:00 PM Parish 
Nurse Network 
6:30 PM 
Women's Book 
Club (Three 
sisters, Three 
Queens) 
  

 21 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts  

 22 
6:30 PM 
Blessings in a 
Backpack 
(Central 
Christian 
Church) 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice (St. 
Mark) 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 23 
  

 24 
Newsletter 

Articles Due 
  

 25 
  

 26 
8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages Sunday 
School 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
  

 27 
6:30 PM 
Women's Book 
Club 
  

 28 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 

 29 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice (St. 
Mark) 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 30 
9:30 AM Mail 
Newsletter 
10:00 AM 
Summer series 
bible study 
(Wesley) 
  

 31 
  

 



WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
500 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Bradley IL   60915 
815-933-7932 
office@bradleywesley.org  

We’re on the web! 

www.bradleywesley.org 

 

We are always trying to raise money for our church's 
food pantry, Wesley's Table. One really easy way to 
help us is by signing up for Kroger Community 
Rewards. Every time you shop at Kroger, you help us 
earn points and Kroger donates money to us based 
on the points we earn. It takes very little effort and 
makes a HUGE difference! From Jan 1 to Mar 31, 
2019: 27 households helped us receive $67.07 in 

donations! If you already have a Kroger online account: 
1. Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
2. Click Sign In 
3. Sign in with your username and password 
4. Once signed in, click Enroll Now 
5. Type in the NPO number CR196 
6. Select Wesley United Methodist Church and click Enroll 
7. CONGRATS! YOU DID IT!!  
8. Use your Kroger Rewards Card every time you shop 
You will need to renew the rewards connection once a year.  
THANK YOU in advance to anyone who signs up! 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/?fbclid=IwAR2bZpn3evgiwcWQo9TjLFr6rq__TN6Qdmx5TwfjsPHujjrEEqvQoeXpkr4

