
VOICE OF WESLEY 

March 2019 

Growing in Faith, Transforming Lives, and 

Creating Disciples for Jesus Christ 

Dear Friends, 
 By the time you read this, the 
Special Session of the General 
Conference of the United Methodist 
Church will have met and determined 
some action regarding our position on 
ordaining and marrying those who 
identify as lesbian, gay or transsexual.  
My heart has been heavy as this time 
nears, knowing that we are deeply 
divided on this issue, and a very 
possible outcome is that the United 
Methodist Church that I have known as 
my faith home, will no longer be united. 
 I have found comfort, hope and 
resolve in an article written by William B. 
Lewis, If the Church I Love Divides.*  I 
share a portion of it with you here: 
 
I like very much being a United 
Methodist, however... 
 If the church I love divides over 
this homosexual conflict, I will grieve 
greatly and probably for the rest of my 
days, which may not be long since I am 
an old man. If that does happen, I intend 
to stay with those who still believe in 
“Free Grace for all and in all,” and who 
hold out for Open Hearts, Open minds, 
and Open doors, even if we of the 
remains are the minority. I don’t mind 
being in the minority. The church has 
always been at its best when it is in the 
minority. When the chips are down, the 

church needs to get it right... 
 Historians believe that when the 
(Roman) empire embraced Christianity it 
changed the church more than the 
church transformed the empire. The 
church had sold its soul for a huge mess 
of pottage. I can’t help making the 
connection to current events... 
 By 1850, (Methodists) were the 
largest religious body in North 
America.  That great religious revival 
that swept across the land during the 
nineteenth century deeply shaped our 
sense of identity, and when it began to 
wane there was wide-spread alarm. 
Many of our leaders were panicked over 
our failure to keep up...  
 During the nineteenth century, 
Methodism was primarily rural and 
agrarian. The goal was to have a church 
within three or four miles of every one so 
people could get there in an hour in a 
wagon or on a horse. The advent of the 
automobile and the decline of the small 
farm changed all of that. During and 
after the depression, thousands of small 
rural churches began to disappear.... 
We actually lost members during the 
depression,   
and did not see significant growth again 
until after WWII. Veterans came home, 
married, started families and searched 
for their cherished roots.  
 

Continued on page 2 
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Church membership flourished again — 
for a season.  
 In the sixties it got harder. We 
were in a national struggle with our 
conscience over two things at once: Civil 
Rights and the Vietnam War. Local 
congregations were conflicted. The 
anger ran deep and made it harder to be 
a pastor. A few folks sought churches 
that were more compatible with their 
reticence to change. Some just stayed 
away... 
 At the time of the merger with the 
Evangelical Brethren denomination, 
membership in The United Methodist 
Church peaked just below twelve million 
members, but that 1968 crest was 
followed by a long downward curve, 
some years steeper than others, and the 
overall trend since has been one of 
steady decline.. 
 Walter Fenton and other Good 
News propagandists would have us 
believe the membership decline is 
largely about theological issues 
and ethical conflicts. Preferring to blame 
it on “liberals” and “progressives,” they 
appear to be totally unaware of recent 
studies showing that the “Nones” are the 
fastest growing segment of the 
population. A major driving force behind 
this turning away from the American 
Church is disenchantment with 
“Evangelicals.” 
 There is an episode in 
Wesley’s Journal where he describes a 
conflicted congregation at Gateshead 
near Newcastle. It’s a lesson in 
eighteenth century conflict management. 
Wesley pays a visit to examine the 
classes and appraise the situation. Half 
the membership is lost in the struggle. 

As he travels back to London, he 
reflects that “the half is more than the 
whole.”  
Wesley believed what was left was a 
healthier community of grace without the 
discord and dissension that dominated 
the Society at Gateshead. It is not my 
choice for it to be so, but if we must 
divide, I want to be with the People 
Called Methodists who believe in free 
grace and embody it with open minds, 
open hearts, and open doors. We may 
be a better church after the some have 
had their “or else” way. 
 A lesson I learned from 
demographics and from reflections on 
“Gateshead” have led me to the 
conclusion in these later years of my 
ministry that the future of United 
Methodism is in service and self-giving 
instead of “church growth” and self-
seeking. Works of healing, charity, and 
kindness are far more important in the 
Community of Grace than institutional 
success. Like Bishop Gerald Kennedy’s 
“While I’m on my feet” appeal, I live to 
say more for a church whose mission it 
is to “lay down its life” for others. 
                            
 Amen.  
       
  Pastor Dalene 
 
 
*William B. Lewis is a retired Bishop of The 
United Methodist Church, having served 38 
years in the Southern Illinois Conference, six of 
them as a District Superintendent.  https://
www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/
william_b_lewis  

Continued from page 1 

https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/william_b_lewis
https://www.ministrymatters.com/all/author/william_b_lewis
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Mission Rummage Sale – 2019 

The annual Mission Rummage Sale will take place on 

March 15th from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

March 16th from 8:30 to noon 

We have found this event is really an all-church project 

and therefore we are asking for help during that week to unpack 

donations and also to work on the days of the sale. 

 

As was mentioned before we will NOT be accepting large old TV’s or computers, 

or adult clothing except what is listed below. 

 

Clothing we are looking for: 

Jeans, all sizes 

T-shirts/Sweatshirts, all sizes – Children through adult 

College/Pro team clothing, all sizes – Children through adult 

Baby clothing  Children’s clothing 

Following is a partial list of things we will gladly accept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will begin to accept items for sale on 

Sunday, March 10th through Noon on Thursday, March 14th 

If you have any questions or can help with 

the sale, please call Brenda McCabe, 1-815-932-9577. 

THANK YOU! 

Glasses Dishes Seasonal decorations 

Mugs Cookware Storage containers 

Electronics Tools Pots/Pans 

China Yard goods Sewing items 

Home Décor Linens Bedding 

Books Toys Stuffed animals 

Videos CDs/DVDs Craft Items 

Puzzles Baby stuff Furniture 

Household goods Pictures/frames 

Sign up sheets for helping with the Rummage Sale will be 

available on March 3rd. 

Please consider spending some of your valuable time helping to 

set up and working on this all Church project 
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Lent is a season of reflection and preparation that 
begins on Ash Wednesday (March 6) and takes us on a 
40-day journey to Easter Sunday.  It is a time that invites 
us to pause from the busyness and distractions of our 
day-to-day lives to reflect on the state of our souls, and 
relationships with God and one another.  Lent bids us to 

let go of destructive or meaningless habits, and take on new practices that will help us 
grow in spiritual, relational, emotional and physical health and well-being. 

There are a number of ways you can observe Lent in meaningful ways: 

Ash Wednesday Service, 7 pm, March 6, Trinity UMC 
Beginning, March 7, Pastor Dalene will lead a Lenten study at 10 am, Thursdays at 

Wesley UMC: The Jesus Challenge: 21 Days of Loving God and Neighbor.  All 
are welcome. 

Copies of a daily devotional for Lent: Living Well Through Lent 2019: Practicing 
Forgiveness With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength, and Mind are located in the 
Welcome Center. 

Beginning with the first Sunday of Lent on March 10, we will begin our Sunday 
worship services with a Lenten reading and extinguishing of a candle on the 
Lenten wreath. This reminds us of the approaching death on Good Friday 
of the Light of the World who was born to us at Christmas. Readers are needed. 
A sign-up is located in the Welcome Center outside the sanctuary. 

We will be sharing Sunday evening Lenten services with our United Methodist 
Cluster churches.  Please join us:  
 March 10 @ 6:30 pm, Saint Mark UMC, followed by refreshments 
 March 17 @ 6:30 pm, Bradley Wesley UMC, followed by refreshments 

We are always trying to raise money for our church's food pantry, Wesley's Table. One 
really easy way to help us is by signing up for Kroger Community Rewards. Every 
time you shop at Kroger, you help us earn points and 
Kroger donates money to us based on the points we 
earn. It takes very little effort and makes a HUGE differ-
ence! If you already have a Kroger online account: 
1. Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
2. Click Sign In 
3. Sign in with your username and password 
4. Once signed in, click Enroll Now 
5. Type in the NPO number 75535 
6. Select Wesley United Methodist Church and click Enroll 
7. CONGRATS! YOU DID IT!!  
8. Use your Kroger Rewards Card every time you shop 
You will need to renew the rewards connection once a year.  
THANK YOU in advance to anyone who signs up! 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/?fbclid=IwAR2bZpn3evgiwcWQo9TjLFr6rq__TN6Qdmx5TwfjsPHujjrEEqvQoeXpkr4
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3/2  Wanita Charbonneau 
3/4  Hailey Warburton 
3/5  Ryan Frantz 
3/13  Miriam Ehrenfeld 
3/19  Jack Ehrenfeld 
3/21  Kenneth Cuttle 
3/21  Janice Haggard 
3/22  Bill Gibson 
03/27  Brenda McCabe 
03/31  Bob Chinski 
03/31  Mike Skopik  

 
If we are missing your birthday, please call 

the church office 815-933-7932. 

IGRC CAMPING 2019 
 

Registration for 2019 IGRC camp is open and you can register online at  https://
www.igrc.org/campingyouthyoungadult. Brochures have been received and are 
available on the table outside of the church office and at the Welcome Center. 

The camps range in price between $125 and $680.  We are always in need of 
contributions to send Wesley youth to camp.  Your continued contributions are very 
helpful to the families sending their campers.  If we had funds to pay up to 1/2 of the 
fee for their camp, along with a small amount of spending money for the week long 
camps, it would make IGRC camps even more inviting.  If you are able, please put 
your contribution in one of the pew envelopes and mark it "CAMP FUND".  Any 
donation would be greatly appreciated. 

If you have ANY questions about camp, please talk to me or to Alex Kerouac, or to 
one of the other kids who have attended camp. 
 

Donna Pangle 
Wesley Camp Coordinator 

Worship is the work 
of the people. We 
can always use 
more Greeters, 
Ushers, and 
Worship Assistants. 

If you are interested please contact the 
Church Office 815-933-7932. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 
March 3: Karen Warburton 
March 10: Becky Conroy 
March 17: Teresa Girot 
March 24: Tim Rhodes 
March 31: Cheryl Enright  

USHERS:   
Mike Griffin, Pat Farman,  
Norm Heppe, Helen Heppe   

GREETERS: 
March 3: Kay Fisher 
March 10: Terri Girot 
March 17: Kim & Hannah Grace 
March 24: open 
March 31: open 

Communion Servers: 
March 3: Sue Muhlstadt, Tim Rhodes  

https://www.igrc.org/campingyouthyoungadult
https://www.igrc.org/campingyouthyoungadult
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DATE TIME PLACE PREACHING: 

Ash Wednesday, March 

6 
7:00 p.m. Trinity UMC Lori Holmes 

Sunday, March 10 6:30 p.m. Saint Mark UMC Joy Schlesselman 

Sunday, March 17 6:30 p.m. Bradley Wesley UMC Amos Dillman 

Sunday, March 24 6:30 p.m. Momence UMC Valerie Mezger 

Sunday, March 31 6:30 p.m. Aroma Park UMC Miranda Dinges 

Sunday, April 7 6:30 p.m. Caldwell Chapel AME Zion Alberto Ramirez 

Sunday, April 14 6:30 p.m. Manteno UMC Scott Henley 

Maundy Thursday, 

April 18 
6:00 p.m. 

Grace Community UMC  

including a pot luck dinner 
  

Good Friday, April 19 7:00 p.m. Asbury UMC Dalene Kuebler 

Kankakee Area United Methodist 

Churches - 2019 

The Congregational Care Team 

invites anyone who want to join us 

as we pack Care packages for our 

young adults who are in college or 

the military. Many items have been 

collected, so now we need to get 

the boxes packed and ready to 

mail. We will meet at 11:00 AM on 

Saturday, March 23 in the Welcome 

Center. Hope to see you there! 

Churchwide Special Sunday offerings enable 
United Methodists like you to offer refuge in 
times of disaster, promote peace and justice, 
provide scholarships and student loans, reach 
out to the community, teach skills to 
encourage self-sufficiency and share the love 
of Jesus Christ with God's people everywhere. 

UMCOR Sunday (fourth Sunday in Lent) this 
offering covers the administrative costs of 
UMCOR and enables the United Methodist 
Committee on Relief to reach out through 
worldwide ministries of food, shelter, health 
and peace. 

http://www.umcgiving.org/ministry-articles/one-great-hour-of-sharing
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Third Thursday Supper 
Club 

The 3rd Thursday Supper 

Club will meet at 5:30 pm on March 21 at 

Village Grill in Bradley. All adults are 

welcome to join us. Reservations are 

needed by Sunday, March17 to ensure 

enough seating is available. Contact Kay 

Fisher at 815-549-0199 or send an e-mail 

to kay@bradleywesley.org to make your 

reservation.  

Shut Ins: Gene Conroy, Ann-Marie 

DuVoisin, Carol Denault, Pat 

Golding, Gale Lehnus, Rita Bass, 

Barbara Saffell, Bob Knudson  

Prayers for our military - Dylan & 

Austin Cote and Ryan Frantz 

 
 

All women of the church are invited 
to our meeting, Saturday, March 2nd 
at 1:00 p.m. in the Welcome Center. 
Our program will feature Rita Bass's 

daughter in law. Debbie Bass 
ministers to women in prison in 

Kankakee County. You may donate 
soft covered Bibles in good 

condition to her ministry. We have 
invited the St. Mark UMW ladies to 
join us for our March meeting and 

also our April meeting when we will 
travel to Urbana to the Quilt Show 

and tour the newly constructed 
Education and Recreation Center at 
Cunningham Children’s Home . This 
will be a day trip. If you would like to 

ride along, please let Karen (815-
693-4573) know. We always have a 
great time together on our day trips. 

We are looking forward to our 
Ladies Day Tea in May. More details 
will follow. Join us for fellowship and 

devotions with Wesley United 
Methodist Women. 

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 

The Wesley Scholarship Fund, originally a memorial scholarship 
fund established in memory of Eldon A. Stevens, who died on 

March 2, 1990, has provided scholarships to many Wesley 
applicants. The scholarship fund is now totally funded by the generous 

donations from the congregation of Wesley. In 2019, Wesley will have 
new youth who will be graduating from high school in May and heading off to college 
in the Fall. These college students, along with our current students, will be looking for 
scholarships to help in this new phase of their lives. That is exactly what the Wesley 
Scholarship Fund was established to do. Please contribute, as you are able, so that 
there will be funds available for our young members.  

mailto:kay@bradleywesley.org
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WESLEY & ST MARK MEN'S LUNCH 
12:30 PM 

Saturday, April 6 
 
All men young and older are invited for 
food and fellowship at Wesley UMC.  

We'll eat, hang-out, and talk about future 
guy things like service projects, building 
friendships and of course, food.  Burgers 
will be provided.  Please sign up in the 
Welcome Center for burger toppings 
(lettuce, tomatoes, onions, cheese, 

bacon, etc), chips, drinks, side dishes, 
plates, napkins, etc.  Jason Hurt is 

hosting, and has talked Lucinda into 
making her Bacon Mac and Cheese!  
Questions, please contact the church 

office, or Jason at 815.823.3370.  

I would like to say a big, big 
thank you to all of my special 
friends at Wesley who either 
texted me, called me, or 
mailed a card to me in 
memory of my Mom, Ann. Although you 
did not know my Mom, you all brightened 
my days with your warm, uplifting 
comments. I am so grateful for you taking 
time to think of Chip, my family, and me. 
Thanks again for being so thoughtful. 
May God continue to bless all of you. 
 Carole Chappell 

ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL 

FUNDRAISER 

The St. Mark Youth 
Group is hosting an Ice 

Cream Social on Sunday, 
March 10 from 2-3:30 pm at 
Saint Mark.  There will be 

multiple flavors of ice cream 
along with your choice of 

toppings. The youth suggest 
a donation of $5 per person.  
Proceeds will help support 

the mission trip to Minnesota 
in June. 

Women’s Book Club 

March 25,  
6:30 pm 

"The Age of Miracles", by 
Karen Thompson Walker 

The River Valley 
Communities  

Blessings in a Backpack  
Spaghetti fundraiser  

March 9 from 4-6:30 PM 
at St. John United Church of Christ 

1045 W. River Street, Kankakee 

The menu will include Spaghetti, sauce, 
meatballs, salad, rolls, dessert and 
beverage. Price of the meal is $8 for Adults, 
$3 for kids 12 and under.  

Tickets may be purchased at the Church 
Office from 9-1, M-F, in the Welcome Center 
on Sunday’s before and after Church Service 
or by calling St. John UCC at 815-932-3336  



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

  

 2 

1:00 PM UMW 

(welcome 

center)  

 3 
8:45 AM Worship 

10:00 AM All Ages 

SS 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

  

 4 
  

   6 
7pm Ash 

Wednesday @ 

Trinity UMC  

6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark)  

 7 
10:00 AM Bible 

Study 

1:00 PM 

Prayer/

Patchwork 

Angels  

 8 
  

 9 
4-6:30 PM - 

Spaghetti 

Dinner 

Fundraiser @ 

St. John UCC 

 10 
8:45 AM Worship 

10:00 AM All Ages 

SS 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

6:30 PM Cluster 

Lenten Service @ 

St. Mark 

 11 
set up for 

rummage sale 

  

 12 
set up for 

rummage 

sale 

  

 13 
set up for 

rummage sale  

10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

 

 14 
set up for 

rummage sale 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study 

  

 15 
Rummage Sale 

8:30am-

2:00pm 

 

 16 
Rummage 

Sale  
8:30am-noon 

Private party in 

Welcome 

Center 

 17 
8:45 AM Worship 

10:00 AM All Ages 

SS  

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

6:30 PM Cluster 

Lenten Service @ 

Wesley 

 18 
Jo on vacation 

6:00 PM Parish 

Nurse Network 

(conference 

room) 

  

 19 
Jo on 

vacation 

 20 
Jo on vacation 

6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

  

 21 
Jo on vacation 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study 

5:00 PM 

Private party 

welcome center 

5:30 PM 

Supper Club 

@Village Grill 

 22 
Jo on vacation 

Newsletter 

Article Due 

set up and 

event for cub 

scouts blue and 

gold 

  

 23 
11:00 AM 

Packing Care 

packages for 

our college and 

military young 

adults 

(Welcome 

Center) 

Scouts Blue & 

Gold Banquet 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

 24 
8:45 AM Worship 

10:00 AM All Ages 

SS 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

6:30 PM Cluster 

Lenten Service @ 

Momence  

 25 
6:30 PM 

Women's Book 

Club (The Age 

of Miracles) 

  

 26 
  

  

 27 
6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

  

 28 
9:30 AM Mail 

Newsletter 

10:00 AM Bible 

Study 

 29 
  

 30 
Private Party 

(Fellowship 

Hall) 

  

 31 
UMCOR Sunday 

8:45 AM Worship 

10:00 AM All Ages 

SS 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

6:30 PM Cluster 

Lenten Service @ 

Aroma Park  

 



WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
500 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Bradley IL   60915 
815-933-7932 
office@bradleywesley.org  
Pastor Dalene Kuebler 

We’re on the web! 

www.bradleywesley.org 

 

March Mission of the Month  

 

Items for Cunningham Children’s Home: men’s body wash, 

Boxtops for Education, gift cards ($25 for Walmart, Dollar Tree, McDonalds 

Items for Lessie Bates Davis Neighborhood House: feminine hygiene products, 

disposable razors  

Items for The Baby Fold: Diapers (size 4,5,6), baby wipes, gift cards for Meijer, 

Walmart, Casey’s or Target. 

We will also collect items for the Christmas Shoebox Express - fun items for girls 

ages 5-11, small puzzles & card games. 

(Remember these items must fit in a shoebox with other gifts!) 

You may place your donations in the baskets in the Welcome Center. We will also 

be needing empty shoeboxes to fill in the fall. 


