
VOICE OF WESLEY 

April 2019 

Growing in Faith, Transforming Lives, and 

Creating Disciples for Jesus Christ 

Dear Friends, 

In last month’s newsletter, I wrote about 
the upcoming Special Session of the 
General Conference which was held in 
St. Louis Feb. 24-26.  This meeting was 
to select a "Way Forward" for our 
denomination on the matter of inclusion 
of LGBTQIA+* members in the life and 
ministry of the United Methodist Church. 

After wrestling with this matter for 
decades, the 2016 General Conference 
asked the Council of Bishops to submit 
various proposals for the Special 
General Conference to consider.  The 
Bishops submitted three, and 
recommended the One Church Plan as 
the best possible compromise for a 
church which holds differing views on 
scriptural interpretation.   

The One Church Plan would have 
allowed individual churches and regional 
annual conferences to decide for 
themselves whether to ordain and marry 
those who identify as LGBTQIA+*.   But 
when the vote was taken, 53 percent of 
the worldwide delegation voted for the 
Traditional Plan which affirms the current 
position forbidding “self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals” to be ordained 
as ministers or be married in UM 
churches by UM clergy members.  The 

Traditional Plan also strengthens 
penalties for clergy and Bishops who 
defy the prohibitions.  (By the way, 
Bishops cannot vote on these matters.  
Only the lay and clergy delegates 
elected by the Annual Conference have 
the ability to vote.)   

The Traditional Plan now goes to the 
Judicial Council in April to determine 
how this plan aligns with the Book of 
Discipline.  Portions of the plan that are 
found unconstitutional will be discarded 
and will not become church policy.    

So where does that leave us?  Some lay 
and clergy members have already left 
the United Methodist Church in 
frustration and disappointment.  Others 
are prepared to leave and start anew 
depending on the Judicial Council 
decisions.  Still others, such as Rev. 
Adam Hamilton, have expressed a 
commitment to stay and continue to 
work for justice and inclusion:  "For 
those of you who have been hurt by the 
Church and who are thinking of leaving, 
I encourage you to stay as we work 
together for a better way forward for the 
United Methodist Church..."  
Friends, I realize we are not all in 
agreement on this matter.  As your 
pastor, I am committed to welcoming 
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ALL into the life of God as known to us 
in Christ at Bradley Wesley and 
Kankakee Saint Mark, no matter our 
personal positions, theological 
perspectives, or sexual orientations.  
Saying that, I am especially mindful of 
those who are hurting by this latest 
decision following years of rejection and 
condemnation.     

As I wrote recently on my Facebook 
page, I am not a life-long Methodist. I 
chose the Methodist Church as my faith 
home for a number of reasons, including 
its open communion table, emphasis on 
personal and social holiness, and that 
while we affirm that scripture is 
foundational for life and faith and 
contains all that is necessary for 
salvation, we are encouraged to 
approach and interpret scripture in light 
of reason, tradition and experience. 

I, like many, have been very 
disappointed by the adoption of the 
Traditional Plan, but I am not ready to 
give up yet on the church that I have 
come to love and has been so formative 
in my life and faith.  

To my LGBTQIA+* friends, and to those 
who love them, I promise to be an 
advocate for you and join with those 
who seek full inclusion and acceptance 
of who you are, the gifts God has given 
you, and the calling God has upon your 
life.  

Friends, we are Easter people.  We live, 
move and have our being in the One 
who died, was buried, but rose again.  
As his followers, this is the pattern for 
our living and dying also.   Let us not 
forget that, let us not be afraid, and let 

us not exclude anyone from hearing and 
living that Good News. 

With you on the Journey, 
  Pastor Dalene 
 

*LGBTQIA+ stands for those who 
identify as lesbian, gay, bi-sexual, 
transsexual, queer/questioning, intersex 
and asexual/ally/ace.  The “+” indicates 
that there is a vast spectrum of sexual 
identities and orientations that cannot be 
simply be defined as male or female, 
homosexual or heterosexual.   

I understand that this can be confusing 
and even upsetting for some.  But I also 
believe that one of the most important 
ways we love our neighbor as Jesus 
taught us to do is to commit ourselves to 
listening to their stories and their 
experiences.  We must also be 
intentional about choosing to respect 
everyone as human beings created in 
the image of God whether or not we 
understand or agree.  Finally, we should 
seek to be informed, and resist the 
desire to attack, dismiss or ridicule.   

 

Let us remember 
and live by the 

Golden Rule that 
Jesus also taught:   

Treat others as you 
would have them 

treat you. 
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Shut Ins: Ann-Marie DuVoisin, 

Carol Denault, Pat Golding, Gale 

Lehnus, Rita Bass, Barbara Saffell, 

Bob Knudson  

Prayers for our military - Dylan & 

Austin Cote and Ryan Frantz 

WESLEY & ST MARK MEN'S LUNCH 
12:30 PM 

Saturday, April 6 
 
All men young and older are invited for 
food and fellowship at Wesley UMC.  

We'll eat, hang-out, and talk about future 
guy things like service projects, building 
friendships and of course, food.  Burgers 
will be provided.  Please sign up in the 
Welcome Center for burger toppings 
(lettuce, tomatoes, onions, cheese, 

bacon, etc), chips, drinks, side dishes, 
plates, napkins, etc.  Jason Hurt is 

hosting, and has talked Lucinda into 
making her Bacon Mac and Cheese!  
Questions, please contact the church 

office, or Jason at 815.823.3370.  

Women’s Book Club 

April 22,  
6:30 pm 

"The Wonder", by 
Emma Donoghue 

Thank you, Wesley, for all your flowers, prayers, cards, hugs and kind words that 

have carried Gene and me through the last 4 years of serious health issues.  He 

fought the good fight, and he is now resting in Jesus’ arms.  I would especially like to 

thank Pastor Dalene and Donna Pangle  for their numerous hospital visits.  Each visit 

was a bright spot in an often gray day for him.  Thanks also to Pastor Dalene for the 

beautiful service she provided.  I had several comments from guests about the 

wonderful job she did.  A special thank you to our UMW for the delicious dinner they 

provided.  God bless you all. 

Bonnie & family 
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Remember to keep in touch with our servicemen & college students! Here are the 

current addresses: 
 

SPC Cote Austin     Pvt Ryan Frantz 

Box 1597      PO Box 301 

724 Quarter master  Rd   Jolon, CA   93928 

JBER, AK 99505  
 

Frankie Ann Schripsema   Carter Conroy 

100 Institute Rd     809 W Nevada St, Apt 102  

Mailbox 1972     Urbana, IL  61801 

Worster, MA 01610      

HOUSEKEEPING REMINDERS 
 

Like a family home, there are many 
people using and sharing space 

together here at the church.  Here 
are a few housekeeping reminders 
that respect one another’s space 

and time: 

If you turn it on, please 
turn it off (copier, lights, 

etc.).   

If you get it out, please 
put it away. 

If you drop it or set it 
down, please pick it up. 

If you have food left over 
after an event, please take 
it with you unless you are 

saving it for a specific 
event.  The kitchen 

refrigerator is getting filled 
with items that have been 

left here. 

Thank you for helping us take good 

care of our church! 

2019 Spring Bag-packing Nights 

Mark your calendars! 

Wednesday, April 10 - 6:30 pm 

Wednesday, May 22 - 6:30 pm 

At Central Christian Church, Rte 102 

CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Lucinda 
Hurt who has been chosen 
as one of the Jaycees Ten 
Outstanding Young 
Persons Award!  Lucinda, a 

member of Wesley UMC, works at the 
Kankakee office of the Agency on Aging and is 
the Director of Wesley’s Table Food Pantry.  
She will be honored at a ceremony on May 4th 
in Springfield.  
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April Mission of the Month  

 

Items for Agape Community Outreach Ministries: toilet paper, 

facial tissues, dish detergent, laundry detergent . 

We will also collect items for the Christmas Shoebox Express - fun socks for 

girls and boys ages 5-11, trinkets (like you would put in a birthday treat bag). 

 

You may place your donations in the baskets in the Welcome Center. We will also 

be needing empty shoeboxes to fill in the fall. 

4/01  Jimmy Hammond 
4/26  Jacob Frantz  

 
If we are missing your birthday, please call 

the church office 815-933-7932. 

Worship is the work 
of the people. We 
can always use 
more Greeters, 
Ushers, and 
Worship Assistants. 

If you are interested please contact the 
Church Office 815-933-7932. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 
April 7: Margie Therrien 
April 14: Terri Girot 
April 21: Pat Farman 
April 28: Brenda McCabe 

USHERS:   
Don Grace, Mike Skopik,       
Doug Wilkins, Jim Landry   

GREETERS: 
All Sundays are open for greeters this 
month. All it takes is a smile and a 
welcoming handshake! 

COMMUNION SERVERS: 
April 7: Sue Muhlstadt, Teresa Girot  

The Sale 

The fun is over. 
The boxes have been put away. 
The leftover “treasures” have been  
          donated. 
The 21 people who helped during the 
           week are glad it’s done. 
Thanks to all who donated items,  
            sorted, and priced. 
This project wouldn’t have been a 
             success without you. 
$ 2,158.25 was our final total. 
        Congratulations everyone!!!  
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Third Thursday Supper 
Club 

The 3rd Thursday Supper 

Club will not meet this month since it falls 

on Maundy Thursday. Watch the bulletin 

and nest month's newsletter for our May 

restaurant.  

 

 

Things are happening with Wesley 

UMW. We plan to take a road trip on 

Saturday, April 6th. We will be going 

to the Cunningham Children's Home 

Quilt Show in Urbana, and then 

touring the new Education and 

Recreation Center at Cunningham 

Children's Home. We will leave the 

Church at 9:00 a.m. and return later 

in the afternoon. ALL ladies of the 

Church are invited to join us. If you 

plan on going, please let Karen 

know (815-693-4574) so we have 

enough drivers. 

May is coming up soon and we are 

making plans for our Ladies Day 

Tea. This popular event is for all 

ladies (young and old) and will be 

on Saturday, May 18th. Tickets will 

go on sale Sunday, April 28th. We 

are excited to have Tracy (our Choir 

Director) and her students from 

Kankakee High School perform for 

our entertainment.  

All women of the Church are invite 

to join in our get-togethers. We have 

a good time, great programs and 

REFRESHMENTS! 

Graduate Recognition 
Sunday 

 

We will be celebrating all our 

graduates on Sunday,  

May 12 during worship. If you or 

someone in your family is graduating 

from 8th grade, High School, College, or 

Post-Grad, please let the office know, so 

that we can recognize this 

accomplishment. Watch for a sign-up 

sheet to list the graduate's name, school, 

and diploma/degree. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

  

 2 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 
6:30 PM 
SPPRC 
  

 3 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice @ St. 
Mark 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 4 
10:00 AM 
Lectionary Bible 
Study 
(conference 
room) 
1:00 PM 
Prayer/
Patchwork 
Angels 
  

 5 
4:00 PM set up 
for Eagle Scout 
ceremony 
(sanctuary, 
fellowship hall, 
kitchen) 
  

 6 
Logan Conroy 
Eagle Scout 
ceremony  

9:00 AM UMW 
(Cunningham 
Quilt Show) 
12:30 PM 
Men's group 
(Welcome 
Center) 
  

 7 
8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages SS 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
6:30 PM 
Cluster Lenten 
Services @ 
Caldwell 
Chapel AME 

 8 
  

 9 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 
6:30 PM 
Trustees 
  

 10 
10:00 AM Staff 
Meeting 
6:30 PM BiB 
pack bags 
Central 
Christian  
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice @ St. 
Mark 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose  

 11 
10:00 AM 
Lectionary Bible 
Study 
(conference 
room) 
  

 12 
  

 13 
12:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 14 
Palm Sunday 

8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages SS 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
6:30 PM 
Cluster Lenten 
Service @ 
Manteno 

 15 
6:00 PM Parish 
Nurse Network 

 16 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts  
6:30 PM 
Finance 
  

 17 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice @ St. 
Mark 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 18 
NO 3rd 
Thursday 
Supper Club 
6:00 PM 
Maundy 
Thursday @ 
Grace with a    
Potluck dinner 
  

 19 
Newsletter 

Articles Due 
7:00 PM Good 
Friday @ 
Asbury  
  

 20 
  

 21 
Easter Sunday 
8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages SS  
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
  

 22 
6:30 PM 
Women's Book 
Club (The 
Wonder) 
  

 23 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts  
6:30 PM Ad 
Council 
  

 24 
6:30 PM Choir 
Practice @ St. 
Mark 
7:00 PM 
Women of the 
Moose 
  

 25 
9:30 AM Mail 
Newsletter 
  

 26 
  

 27 
  

 28 
8:45 AM 
Worship 
10:00 AM All 
Ages SS 
1:30 PM Food 
Pantry 
  

 29 
  

30 
5:00 PM Cub 
Scouts 
  

 



WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
500 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Bradley IL   60915 
815-933-7932 
office@bradleywesley.org  
Pastor Dalene Kuebler 

We’re on the web! 

www.bradleywesley.org 

 

We will continue sharing Sunday evening Lenten services with our United Methodist 
Cluster churches.  Please join us.  


