
VOICE OF WESLEY 

February 2019 

Growing in Faith, Transforming Lives, and 

Creating Disciples for Jesus Christ 

Dear Friends, 
 One of the first books I was 
required to purchase as a new candidate 
for pastoral ministry was A Dictionary for 
United Methodists by Alan K. Waltz 
Clear which defines almost 500 
organizational and worship terms of our 
denomination.  It was a very helpful 
resource for me then, and it still comes 
in handy from time to time.  (You can 
now look up the meaning of many terms 
online at  http://www.umc.org/what-we-
believe/glossary.) 
 Recently, our prayers and attention 
have been focused on the Special 
Session of the General Conference that 
will be meeting in St. Louis on February 
23-26.  My hope is that we are both 
informed and prayerful about this very 
important, and potentially impacting, 
process.  
 General Conference is the 
highest legislative body of the UMC.  It 
meets every four years to plan and vote 
on actions and decisions that will guide 
the mission and ministry of the UMC.  
The voting membership consists of an 
equal number of clergy and lay 
delegates who have been elected by the 
individual annual conferences.  (St Mark 
and Wesley are part of the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference - IGRC.)  A 
Special Session has been called by the 
Council of Bishops to address the 

matter of sexual orientation and how we 
understand it theologically in relationship  
to our work and calling as the church. 
 Individually and collectively,  
Bishops give general oversight to the 
temporal and spiritual interests of the 
entire denomination.  It is their role to 
see that the rules, regulations, and 
responsibilities developed by the 
General Conference are understood and 
effectively carried out.  
 In preparation for this Special 
Session, which will be attended by 
clergy and lay members of the world-
wide United Methodist Church, the 
Council of Bishops submitted three 
proposals to be considered and voted 
upon for adoption by the Church to 
become our official statement and policy  
(Bishops have voice but no vote in the 
matter):    

1. Traditional Plan  
2. One Church Plan  
3. Connectional Conference Model.  

with these goals in mind: 

 To design a way for being the church 
that maximizes the United Methodist 
witness. 

 To allow for as much contextual 
differentiation as possible, given our 
global realities. 

 To create as much unity as possible 
to achieve our stated mission. 

 Continued on page 2 

http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary
http://www.umc.org/what-we-believe/glossary


2 

Further explanation of these three plans 
have been made available to you both by 
email and printed copies located outside the 
church office/sanctuary. 
 In addition to the three plans, 78 
petitions (amendments, proposals, etc.)  
have been submitted for consideration and 
determined to be in harmony with the 
purpose of the special session.  Our 
delegates have lots of work ahead of them.  
The complexity of this matter is compounded 
by the global nature of our denomination. 
 In prayerful preparation for this event 
and our future, the February sermons will 
attempt to address the issues before us in 
light of the Wesleyan Quadrilateral:  (1) 
Scripture, (2) Tradition, (3) Reason, and (4) 
Experience.   Scripture is the primary source 
and standard for Christian doctrine, heard 
and interpreted by Tradition, Experience and 
Reason.   
 I close with these words of our Bishop, 
Rev. Frank Beard:   "I encourage us all to 
continue praying for our delegates as they 
prepare to wrestle with this crucial issue. I 
encourage our pastors to lead us with 
humility and with the same mind exhibited by 
the Lord Jesus Christ. I remind both lay and 
clergy leaders in the spirit of John Wesley's 
General Rules; Do no harm, do good, and 
stay in love with God." 
 With you on the Way, 
  Pastor Dalene 

Continued from page 1 

Women’s Book 

Club 

February 25,  
6:30 pm 

"The Black Book",  
by James 

Patterson and 
David Ellis 

Our February Mission of the 

Month will be items for our 

college and military young 

adults: Packaged snacks, instant 

soup, individual mac & cheese, 

flavor packets for water bottles, 

instant coffee, etc 

We will also collect items for the 

Christmas Shoebox Express - 

sport sweat bands (wrist/head), 

small cars/trucks, small puzzles & 

card games. 

(Remember these items must fit 
in a shoebox with other gifts!) 

You may place your donations in 

the baskets in the Welcome 

Center. We will also be needing 

empty shoeboxes to fill in the fall. 

The Wesley Manna Program contributed 
$1500.00 to Wesley Church in January. Even 
though the amounts are small from the sale of 
gift cards, it does add up to help our Church. 
Thank you to everyone who purchases cards 

during the year. A list of cards that can be 
purchased is on the Manna table. 
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Mission Rummage Sale – 2019 

The annual Mission Rummage Sale will take place on 

March 15th from 8:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

March 16th from 8:30 to noon 

We have found this event is really an all-church project 

and therefore we are asking for help during that week to unpack 

donations and also to work on the days of the sale. 

 

As was mentioned before we will NOT be accepting large old TV’s or computers, 

or adult clothing except what is listed below. 

 

Clothing we are looking for: 

Jeans, all sizes 

T-shirts/Sweatshirts, all sizes – Children through adult 

College/Pro team clothing, all sizes – Children through adult 

Baby clothing  Children’s clothing 

Following is a partial list of things we will gladly accept. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We will begin to accept items for sale on 

Sunday, March 10th through Noon on Thursday, March 14th 

If you have any questions or can help with 

the sale, please call Brenda McCabe, 1-815-932-9577. 

THANK YOU! 

Glasses Dishes Seasonal decorations 

Mugs Cookware Storage containers 

Electronics Tools Pots/Pans 

China Yard goods Sewing items 

Home Décor Linens Bedding 

Books Toys Stuffed animals 

Videos CDs/DVDs Craft Items 

Puzzles Baby stuff Furniture 

Household goods Pictures/frames 

Sign up sheets for helping with the Rummage Sale will be 

available on the last Sunday of February ( 24th) and March 3rd. 

Please consider spending some of your valuable time working on 

this all Church project 
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Hello Wesley Family, 
 I had intended to mail 
you a Thank-You card for the 
care package but school got 
so crazy, but I wanted to 
extend my gratitude before 
the end of the semester so 
here I am. I am so incredibly 

thankful, not just for the care package but 
to have such a loving and caring church 
family. I just can't express enough how 
much it means to know my church family is 
thinking about me. I love the care package, 

most the food is gone by now . I was in 
need of more folders and your package 
arrived just in time. I also loved the sudoku 
book, it's a great way to take a break from 
studying. 
I love you all and can't wait to see you 
when I'm back. 
With Love, 
Frankie Ann 

We are always trying to raise money for our church's food pantry, Wesley's Table. One 
really easy way to help us is by signing up for Kroger Community Rewards. Every 
time you shop at Kroger, you help us earn points and 
Kroger donates money to us based on the points we 
earn. It takes very little effort and makes a HUGE differ-
ence! If you already have a Kroger online account: 
1. Go to www.krogercommunityrewards.com 
2. Click Sign In 
3. Sign in with your username and password 
4. Once signed in, click Enroll Now 
5. Type in the NPO number 75535 
6. Select Wesley United Methodist Church and click Enroll 
7. CONGRATS! YOU DID IT!!  
8. Use your Kroger Rewards Card every time you shop 
You will need to renew the rewards connection once a year.  
THANK YOU in advance to anyone who signs up! 

http://www.krogercommunityrewards.com/?fbclid=IwAR2bZpn3evgiwcWQo9TjLFr6rq__TN6Qdmx5TwfjsPHujjrEEqvQoeXpkr4
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5  Edith Winge 
6  Becky Conroy 
6  Sandy Shay 
7  Kay Fisher 
13 Gerri Suddeth 
16 Elisabeth Dunbar 
18 Silas (Max) Skopik 
25 Jeanne Kerouac 
28 Rita Bass 

 

If we are missing your birthday, please call 
the church office 815-933-7932. 

IGRC CAMPING 2019 
 

Registration for 2019 IGRC camp is open and you can register online at  https://
www.igrc.org/campingyouthyoungadult. Brochures have been received and are 
available on the table outside of the church office and at the Welcome Center. 
 

The camps range in price between $125 and $680.  We are always in need of 
contributions to send Wesley youth to camp.  Your continued contributions are very 
helpful to the families sending their campers.  If we had funds to pay up to 1/2 of the 
fee for their camp, along with a small amount of spending money for the week long 
camps, it would make IGRC camps even more inviting.  If you are able, please put 
your contribution in one of the pew envelopes and mark it "CAMP FUND".  Any 
donation would be greatly appreciated. 
 

If you have ANY questions about camp, please talk to me or to Alex Kerouac, or to 
one of the other kids who have attended camp. 
 

Donna Pangle 
Wesley Camp Coordinator 

Worship is the work 
of the people. We 
can always use 
more Greeters, 
Ushers, and 

Worship Assistants. If you are interested 
please contact the Church Office 815-
933-7932. 
 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS: 
February 3: Cheryl Enright 
February 10: Margie Therrien 
February 17: Wayne Dubree 
February 24: Gloria Milligan  

USHERS:   
Earl Kelly, Gerri Suddeth,  
Brad Mann, Jimmy Hammond  

GREETERS: 
February 3: Terri Girot 
February 10: open 
February 17: open 
February 24: Carolyn Haskins  

Communion Servers: 
Feb 3: Sue Muhlstadt, Cathy Conrad  

https://www.igrc.org/campingyouthyoungadult
https://www.igrc.org/campingyouthyoungadult
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The new District Superintendent looked 
at the planning team's focus on 
consolidation of area Methodist church 
resources and decided the focus should 
be changed in light of changes in the 
evaluation of the viability of churches by 
the Conference over the next 18-24 
months. Superintendent Barnett 
suggests that the long term growth of 
the six churches involved is better 
served with a new approach. This new 
approach has the Pastors and team 
looking at the six churches as one entity 
with six sources of resources providing 
service and discipleship to this area 
rather than consolidating congregations. 
The thought is that with increased unity 
and presence in the communities more 
individuals will come to know Jesus is 
with them. The Pastors took DS 
Barnett's suggestions and arrived at four 
areas that will be ministry focuses for all 
the churches—not set on a specific site 
or location . These are: 

SERVE TOGETHER  
PRAY TOGETHER 
WORSHIP TOGETHER  
LEARN TOGETHER 

Space does not allow a detailed 
explanation of each of these areas in 
detail, however, two of these areas will 
require each congregation's support in 
the near future as leaders, volunteers 
and participants. 

First, for SERVE TOGETHER, the 
Planning team selected four service 
missions as 2019 starts. These service 
projects will require a leader to work the 
details and several volunteers from 
EACH church to help define and carry 
out the project . The goal is to show a 

large United Methodist discipleship 
presence in serving the community. The 
projects are to support : 

Food Pantries (All)  
ACOM Support Services 
Blessings in a Backpack  
Detention Center involvement 

Second, for PRAY TOGETHER, the four 
Pastors will each lead a Covenant 
Discipleship Group of about 10 
individuals that should have at least one 
member from each church besides the 
planning team members. These 
covenant groups will connect people 
interested in: 

Ministry with Children  
Ministry with the Elderly: 
Ministry with Youth and Young Adults  
Ministry to those on the Margins of 

Society 

In Summary the District Superintendent 
has challenged each of the six churches 
to focus more on discipleship rather than 
hard data to justify their presence in the 
area. I'm confident that the members of 
(our churches) will step up to this 
challenge and support this new direction 
with their time and talents. 

Bill Cunningham, BBK UMC Planning 
Team Facilitator 

We need people from Wesley to 
step up to the challenge and 

support this new direction with their 
time and contributions.  Check with 
Don McCabe or Margie Therrien if 

you have an interest in any of these 
areas, working with those from 

other BBK United Methodist 
churches.  

CHANGING FOCUS FOR BRADLEY BOURBONNAIS UMC PLANNING TEAM 
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Third Thursday Supper 
Club 

The 3rd Thursday Supper 

Club will meet at 5:30 pm on February 21 

at Ryan's Pier in Aroma Park. All adults 

are welcome to join us. Reservations are 

needed by Sunday, January 17 to ensure 

enough seating is available. Contact Kay 

Fisher at 815-549-0199 or send an e-mail 

to kay@bradleywesley.org to make your 

reservation.  

Shut Ins: Gene Conroy, Ann-Marie 

DuVoisin, Carol Denault, Pat 

Golding, Gale Lehnus, Rita Bass, 

Barbara Saffell, Bob Knudson   

Prayers for our military - Dylan & 

Austin Cote and Ryan Frantz 

 
 

Our UMW February meeting will be 
in the Welcome Center on Saturday, 
February 2nd at 1:00 p.m. All ladies 
are invited to join us. A program and 
refreshments will be provided. We 
always have a good day when we 
come together. If you need a ride, 
please call Karen at 1-815-693-

4573. 
 

In March, the UMW will meet 
Saturday, March 2nd in the 
Welcome Center. Rita Bass' 
daughter in law will present a 

program of how she has reached 
out to women prisoners in Kankakee 

County. She gives Bibles to all 
inmates who request them. Up to 
now, she has been buying all the 

Bibles. She will accept SOFT 
COVER Bibles in good condition. If 
you have any soft cover Bibles you 
would like to donate, there will be a 
box at the Manna table on Sundays 

to collect Bibles for her. All are 
invited to come and listen to her on 

March 2nd at 1:00 p.m.  

SCHOLARSHIP FUND 
 
The Wesley Scholarship Fund, originally a memorial scholarship fund established in 
memory of Eldon A. Stevens, who died on March 2, 1990, has provided scholarships 
to many Wesley applicants. The scholarship fund is now totally funded by the 
generous donations from the congregation of Wesley. In 2019, Wesley will have new 
youth who will be graduating from high school in May and heading off to college in the 
Fall. These college students, along with our current students, will be looking for 
scholarships to help in this new phase of their lives. That is exactly what the Wesley 
Scholarship Fund was established to do. Please contribute, as you are able, so that 
there will be funds available for our young members.  

mailto:kay@bradleywesley.org
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SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 3, 2019 
11:30 am – 1:00 pm 
at Saint Mark UMC 

1200 W. Calista Street, Kankakee 
 

Join us for a “souper” bowl luncheon on Sunday, February 3 from 11:30 am to 1:00 
pm. Come and enjoy a variety of sumptuous soups, breads and delicious desserts. A 
free-will offering will be taken and the proceeds will go to Our Conference, Our Kids. 
For questions, please contact the Saint Mark Church office at 815-933-8621.  

All are welcome! 

Wesley finished 2018 “in-the-black”, 
paying bills, meeting all current financial 
obligations, and with a small balance in 
the General Fund checking account.  
We stopped withdrawing from “rainy 
day” reserve funds in the second half of 
2018.  Going forward, the plan is to not 
use reserve funds for routine operating 
expenses as has been necessary for 
several years. 

For 2019 there are 41 constituent 
households representing about 75 
individuals who made Estimates of 
Giving.  Total Estimates are $121,880 for 
General Fund and $10,260 for Building 
& Capital Projects, and Scholarship 
Fund.  The number of 2019 Estimates 
and the total amount estimated were 
about the same as in 2018.  There are a 
few people who have moved and will no 
longer be contributing in 2019.   

Underwriting the planned 2019 

General Fund budget of $143,716 is 
feasible for the first time in a number of 
years.  Wesley typically has received 
about $20,000 more than “estimated 
giving”.  This is from unidentified (loose) 
contributions, giving from those who do 
not make an estimate, some giving more 
than “estimated”, fund raisers, etc. 

If 2019 receipts that are not 
“estimated” are around $22,000 as past 
experienced, with Estimates of Giving at 
$121,880, Wesley should be able to 
have enough receipts to make the 
General Fund budget of $143,716. 

Missions and outreach projects are 
mostly funded with separate donations 
and fund raisers.  There are some 
“capital funds” on hand earmarked for 
different building and facilities projects, 
but not enough in any designated 
project to move forward on them at this 
time. 

Thank you, and congratulations to all 
Wesley financial contributors and 
volunteers, for supporting the work and 
mission of Wesley. 

Finance Committee 

Wesley United Methodist Church – Financially Speaking 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 
Pinewood 

Derby set up 

(cub scouts, 

fellowship hall) 

  

 2 
Pinewood 

Derby 

(fellowship hall) 

1:00 PM UMW 

(welcome 

center) 

  

 3 
8:45 AM 

Worship 

10:00 AM All 

Ages Sunday 

School 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

  

 4 
  

 5 
5:00 PM Cub 

Scouts  

6:30 PM 

SPPRC 

  

 6 
6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

7:00 PM 

Women of the 

Moose 

  

 7 
1:00 PM 

Prayer/

Patchwork 

Angels 

  

 8 
  

 9 
  

 10 
8:45 AM 

Worship 

10:00 AM All 

Ages Sunday 

School 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

  

 11 
  

 12 
5:00 PM Cub 

Scouts  

6:30 PM 

Trustees 

  

 13 
10:00 AM Staff 

Meeting 

6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

7:00 PM 

Women of the 

Moose 

  

 14 
  

 15 
  

 16 
  

 17 
8:45 AM 

Worship 

10:00 AM All 

Ages Sunday 

School 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

  

 18 
6:00 PM Parish 

Nurse Network 

 19 
5:00 PM Cub 

Scouts 

6:30 PM 

Finance 

  

 20 
9:30 AM Prayer 

Shawl Ministry 

@ St. Mark 

6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

7:00 PM 

Women of the 

Moose 

  

 21 
5:30 PM 3rd 

Thursday 

Supper (Ryan's 

Pier in Aroma 

Park) 

  

 22 
Cub Scouts 

Blue and Gold 

dinner set up 

(fellowship hall) 

Newsletter 

Articles Due 

  

 23 
Blue and Gold 

Dinner 

(fellowship hall) 

  

 24 
8:45 AM 

Worship 

10:00 AM All 

Ages Sunday 

School 

1:30 PM Food 

Pantry 

  

 25 
6:30 PM 

Women's Book 

Club (The Black 

Book) 

  

 26 
5:00 PM Cub 

Scouts 

6:30 PM Ad 

Council 

  

 27 
6:30 PM Choir 

Practice (St. 

Mark) 

7:00 PM 

Women of the 

Moose 

  

28 
9:30 AM 

Newsletter 

mailing 

  

 



WESLEY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
500 N. Cleveland Ave. 
Bradley IL   60915 
815-933-7932 
office@bradleywesley.org  
Pastor Dalene Kuebler 

We’re on the web! 

www.bradleywesley.org 

 

Lent is a season of reflection and preparation that begins 
on Ash Wednesday (March 6) and takes us on a 40-day 
journey to Easter Sunday.  It is a time that invites us to 
pause from the busyness and distractions of our day-to-
day lives to reflect on the state of our souls, and 
relationships with God and one another.  Lent bids us to 

let go of destructive or meaningless habits, and take on new practices that will help us grow 
in spiritual, relational, emotional and physical health and well-being. 

There are a number of ways you can observe Lent in meaningful ways here at Wesley: 
- We will be sharing Sunday evening Lenten services with our United Methodist Cluster 

churches.  Please join us.   

- Beginning with the first Sunday of Lent on March 10, we will begin our Sunday worship 
services with a Lenten reading and extinguishing of a candle on the Lenten wreath.  
This reminds us of the approaching death on Good Friday of the Light of the World who was 
born to us at Christmas. Readers are needed.  Please watch for a sign-up. 

- Daily Lenten devotion booklets will be available:  Living Well Through Lent 2019 - 
Practicing Forgiveness With All Your Heart, Soul, Strength and Mind, to help guide us 
through a Lenten experience that will lead to health and wholeness of life with God, self, and 
others.   

- Pastor Dalene will lead a Lectionary Bible Study during Lent.   We will meet at 10 am 
on Wednesday mornings at Wesley.  All are welcome.   


