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From the Pastor's Desk

Love God. Love People. Do Stuff.

The above is actually a church's
mission statement. It's a powerful
reminder that as Christians, faith is not
simply what we profess or believe, faith
is what we DO. Recently, the churches
of our Conference and District have been
challenged to DO three things:

1. Don't Invite, Bring. Don't simply
invite people to church or a church event
or activity, bring them with you. Sit with
them, show them around, introduce them
to others.

2. Take part in a Church Mission
QOutreach in 2018.

3. Open the Doors of the Church
and See All the People. Be intentional
about connecting with and caring for
those outside your church building.
Show them, in words and actions, the
love and grace of God.

As the See All the People*
campaign points out, for too long, our
churches have often searched for a
quick fix to help guide our discipleship
efforts. We have been busy sending
postcards, producing PowerPoint
presentations and studying community
demographics.

While efforts like these can be
important, the most essential step for
making disciples of Jesus Christ is to

*www.seeallthepeople.org

immerse ourselves in the lives of the
people who are right outside our doors.
Instead of just doing things FOR people,
we need to do things WITH them.

Sunday, November 18th will be
Bradley Wesley Reach Out Sunday.
We will meet at 8:45 am as usual, pray
together, then ALL will break into groups
for service and outreach. (See more on
page 4).

On Saturday, November 24th, a
team of volunteers will meet at the
church at 2 pm, then go out to collect the
bags distributed throughout the
community on Nov. 18.

Sunday, November 25th will be our
Reach Out Sunday Celebration - all
who participated in various ways on
November 18 will have a chance to
share their project and experience, and
we will celebrate all that God is doing in
and through the people of Wesley,
including the See What Love Can DO
outreach.

Throughout the year, we will be
intentional about continuing to engage
with our neighborhood and support our
nearby school and families. Does that
sound scary to you? Sometimes it
scares me! So | close with some words
that have inspired and encouraged me.

Continued on page 2
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Women’s Book Club

EVERYONE
BRAVE November 26,
IS 6:30 pm
FORGIVEN "Everyone Brave is
Forgiven",

by Chris Cleave

Third —
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@

Third Thursday Supper
Club

The 3rd Thursday Supper Club will meet
at 5:30 pm on November 15 at Crazy
Joe's, Kankakee. All adults are welcome
to join. Reservations are needed by
November 13 to ensure enough seating
is available. Contact Kay Fisher at 815-
549-0199 or send an e-mail to
kay@bradleywesley.org to make your
reservation.
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meeting November 10 at 1:00 pm.
All women of the church are invited
to join us.
Please let Karen know if you need a
ride. (815-693-4573)

i‘; A special Thank You to
Karen Warburton, Debbie
Rich, Kay Fisher, Tim Ehrenfeld, and
Brenda McCabe for being a part of
the Laity Sunday worship service on
October 21, 2018. Your participation
made for a very inspirational service.

Donna Pangle, Lay Leader

This month we are collecting Meal kits
such as Ortega, Hamburger Helper, or
Homestyle bakes . You
may place your donations

;/'6/0‘[)7” " in the shopping cart by
PANTRY the Food Pantry door
across from the office.
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On Sunday, Al
November 4, we will be
observing All Saints \\ ,§amts
Day. This is a day of R Day

remembrance as we
celebrate the communion of saints—all
Christian people of every time and
place—while specifically remembering
those from our local congregation who
have gone on to eternal life in Christ
since our last All Saint's Day

observance:
Cana Bonds 11/2/2017
Patty Overright 11/7/2017
lona Levreau 11/8/2017
Nick Morris 11/27/2017
Frances Schlondorf 12/2/2017
Pat Wolf 2/3/2018
Richard Loving 3/26/2018
Darlene Boggs 4/16/2018
Ruth Ruyle 9/21/2018
Joseph Bass 9/30/2018

During the worship service, a
candle will be lit in memory of each
individual as their name is read and
the church bell tolls.

May we all know the peace of
God’s presence, the power of God’s
resurrection, and the hope of God’s
promises to us in Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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WEsLEY REACH OuT SuNDAY

November 18, 2018
8:45 am ﬁ “

Gather in the Sanctuary. After prayer, we will then break into groups for service and

outreach.

There’s a place for EVERYONE!
You can:

Take collection bags into the community for BBCHS
and Wesley’s Table Food Pantry.
Pray for those on our prayer list.
Knit or crochet an item for another.
Call shut-ins.
Write notes to neighbors, shut-ins or those who have been absent from church.
Prepare light snacks to serve after worship.
Other ideas you may think of....

All will gather back in the sanctuary at 9:30 am to pray
and dedicate our gifts and service to God.

Saturday, November 24, 2018

2 pm — Volunteers meet at church to go in teams to collect bags left the
previous Sunday throughout the neighborhood.

WEsLEY ReEacH Out CeLEBRATION SuNDAY
November 25, 2018

8:45 am Worship - There will be an opportunity for you to share about your
experience of serving the previous week!

So then, my friends, because of Goc
| appeal to you: Offer yourselves a:
dedicated to his service and ple
This is the true wor.ship that vyo

— Romans 12:1 Good News Translation
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Saturday, December 1
Together, let’s prepare our church and
hearts for the coming of God to us again
in Jesus this Holy season! Please join us
as we decorate our church for Advent and
the celebration of Jesus’ birth. Watch
bulletins for more information.

Worship is the work
of the people. We
can always use
more Greeters,
Ushers, and
Worship Assistants. If you are interested
please contact the Church Office 815-
933-7932.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS:
November 4: Margie Therrien
November 11: Teresa Girot
November 18: Op e n
November 25: Op e n

USHERS:
Mike Giriffin, Pat Farman,
Norm & Helen Heppe

GREETERS:

November 4: Carolyn Haskins
November 11: Kay Fisher
November 18: Jo & Wayne Dubree
November 25: Op e n

Communion Servers:
November 4: Cathy Conrad

A WAY FORWARD ON HUMAN
SEXUALITY & THE UMC

Bishop Frank J. Beard has
announced he will host meetings
throughout the lllinois Great Rivers
Conference discussing the three
plans regarding human sexuality that
will be considered by General
Conference in Febroary 2019.

Sunday, Nov. 11 -- Edwardsville
St. Johns UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 12 -- Jacksonville
Grace UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.

Thursday, Nov. 15 -- Marion
First UMC, 7 to 9 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 17 -- Chatsworth
UMC, 10 a.m. to noon

Sunday, Nov. 18 -- Peoria First
UMC, 4 to 6 p.m.

Monday, Nov. 19 -- Arthur UMC,
6 to 8 p.m.

If you would like to attend,
please register online at https://igrc-
reqg.brtapp.com/gc2019briefings to
ensure adequate seating. (Please
contact the office if you need help
registering or would like to carpool
with others. Pastor Dalene will be
attending the Chatsworth meeting on
Sat., Nov. 17 and would be glad to
carpool with you. Just let her know.)

Then on Sunday, November 18
at 4 pm, Pastor Dalene will lead a
discussion time at Wesley UMC for
anyone wanting further information or
an opportunity for questions. (Both
Saint Mark and Wesley members are
welcome to attend.)



https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/gc2019briefings
https://igrc-reg.brtapp.com/gc2019briefings

A d v ewhich comes from the
Latin forc o mionar r ,ibegmd on the
4th Sunday before Christmas day and
ends on Christmas Eve. This year,
Advent begins on December 2. The
focus of the Advent season is
expectation of and preparation for God's
coming to us in Christ. Advent invites us
to pause to wonder and open ourselves
to God entering into our lives and world.

Throughout Advent we will be
using an Advent Wreath during our
morning worship. We light a new candle
each Sunday of Advent in expectation of
the coming of Jesus, the Light of the
World. As the light grows, so does our
anticipation and joy.

Please consider taking part in the
special Advent worship and study
experiences. Watch for sign-ups and
more information.

t I a i 2 NXJuestay¥ 10-5@ St.
Mark 815.933.8621

| 2 dzZNJBR wednesday - 10-1 @
Wesley 815.933.7932

You may meet with Pastor Dalene at either
church! Or by appointment!
(call 217.898.5286)

FYI: With the new tax laws taking
effect this year the personal exemption
will be $12,000 (filing single) or $24,000

(filing married/jointly). Most people will
be taking this standard deduction
instead of itemizing on their return.

There is good news for charitable

giving and that includes giving to
Wesley. If you have an IRA and need to
take a yearly distribution ( after age 70

Y2 ), then you can ask your IRA
institution to write a check to Wesley as
part of your pledge, and not pay tax on
that distribution.

ission
of the

onth

DISTRIBUTION CENTER

midwestmission.org

!"l MIDWEST MISSION

You can place your donations in the
baskets in the Welcome Center.

During November, we will be
collecting items for Dignity Kits for
Midwest Mission Dist. Center:

hand towel |, wash |Jcl o
nai |l clippers, foot
(individually wfpap
toot hpa.si eoz or Ijarg
and for the 2019 Shoebox

Christmas for Spirit Lake

Ministry:
Christmas themed t

games, socks & |mit

(We are concentrating on the ages of 5-
11 this year for the shoebox gifts.)




Investing Time and
Money

Wesley is beginning its Stewardship
emphasis for 2019. You should soon be
receiving your “Estimate of Giving” card
and other information in the mail.

This year the theme is “Investing Time
and Money for God’s work through
Wesley”. We are emphasizing “investing”
— not only giving financially, but also your
time in attendance and service to the
church -- all the gifts God so generously
provides.

There is a real need. Wesley has made
some significant changes to its spending.
Not only to match recent giving with
expenditures, but to help increase the
percent that goes to Christian mission and
outreach.

The more we all contribute, the more there
is to do the work of the church, including
caring for our own, and helping our
community. We are asking everyone to
step-out in faith and take a step-up in their
giving and their participation in the life of
our church.

We are asking for “Estimates of Giving” for
next year to be returned on Sunday,
November 11™.

Will you be stepping out in faith for your
church in response to God'’s direction in
your life? We encourage you to do so, as
you are able.

The Finance Committee

11/03 Jason Hurt
11/05 Amy Kistner
11/08 Dylan Cote
11/15 Daniel Farman
11/18 Donna Pangle
11/21 Helen Heppe
11/21 Josie Domenget
11/22 Lana Larsen
11/24 Hazel Chinski
11/26 Valerie Bennett
11/27 Linda Engels

If we are missing your birthday, please call

k the church office 815-933-7932. j

RIVER VALLEY COMMUNITIES

BLESSINGS IN A
s BACKPACK
Who will feed the kids this weekend?
Wesley UMC is signed up to help pack
bags again on November 14. We need
about 10 volunteers. Please let Kay
Fisher know if you can help.

Packing takes place at Central
Christian Church, 310 Main ST NW,
Bourbonnais, IL. Doors will generally
be open 15 minutes prior to packing.
All packing begins with a brief
orientation to BIB RVC and instructions
for the event which takes
approximately 45 minutes. Thank you
for volunteering to help feed the future

of our communities! 7




Special Thanks to Bill & Karen Warburton for planning
and leading us in Trunk or Treat this year. Many
volunteers and donations made for another success!
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Food Pantry

1 2 3
1:00 PM Set up for 11:00 AM
Prayer/ Lasagna 8ongregational
Patchwork dinner & are
Angels Bake/Craft | >:00-7:00 PM
9 UMW Lasagna
I"' " Sale Day
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
All Saints 10:00 AM 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Choir 1:00PM UMW
Day Women of the | Cub Scouts | at St. Mark Meeting
8:45 AM Moose
Worship
10:00 AM
Flight Quest/
SS
1:30 PM Food
Pantry
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Veterans Day 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Choir | 9:30 AM Staff Women of Women of
office closed Cub Scouts | at St. Mark Meeting Moose Bazaar | Moose Bazaar
8:45 AM 6:30 PM 5:30 PM 3rd set-up 9:00 AM-5:00
Worship Blessings ina | Thursda PM
10:00 AM Backpack y Spaghetti Lunch
Flight Quest/ Supper @ served 11-1
SS pack bags @ Crazy Joe's
1:30 PM Food Central
Pantry Christian
Church
7:00 PM
Women of the
Moose
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:45 AM 12:30 PM 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Choir | Thanksgiving | Thanksgiving
Worship Prayer Shawl | Cub Scouts at St. Mark Holiday Holiday
10:00 AM Ministry 7:00 PM office closed | office closed
Flight Quest/ 6:00 PM Women of the
SS Parish Nurse Moose Newsletter
1:30 PM Food | Network Articles Due
Pantry
25 26 27 28 30
Christ the 6:30 PM 5:00 PM 6:30 PM Choir | 9:15 AM Mail
King Sunday | Women's Cub Scouts at St. Mark Newsletter
UM Student | Book Club 7:00 PM
Day Women of the
See what Moose
Love can do
8:45 AM
Worship
10:00 AM
Flight Quest/
SS
1:30 PM
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It's That Time Of The Year!

Sunday, November 25th is our
annual See What Love Can Do
project. As in years past, we
have need for children's hats,
gloves, mittens and scarves. Please help
us fill those tables once again with lots of warm handmade or
store-bought hats, gloves and scarves. We have had several questions about
other gifts, such as children's coats, boots, clothes and toys. As in the past, we
welcome anything you wish to donate. What better way to spread the warmth of God's

love at Christmastime!

In addition to the children's needs listed above, Debbie Dodt, Asbury's ACOM
Coodinator, tells me she has an ongoing need for teen boys clothing and men's coats
and gloves. She accepts new or like-new clothing. These things can be dropped off at
our church any time and put into the box labelled "ACOM (Asbury Community
Outreach Missions) & Kids Closet" located in our Welcome Center.

Bonnie Conroy
See What Love Can Do coordinator




